G
astroenterology researchers arrive at the point of deserving that moniker via many different routes. Some are inspired by a report read at a formative stage, others by a personal or family illness, interactions with a notable patient, or the exciting lectures of a gifted teacher. Still others reach gastroenterology research in a more random way, allowing interesting findings to lead them along unexpected paths to the gastrointestinal system, or by taking the first opportunity that appears. My own path was circuitous, beginning with a research fellowship in nephrology, and my switch was a deliberate one. One of the most attractive aspects of gastroenterology research for me was its scope-the fact that the umbrella of gastroenterology encompasses the luminal gastroenterology tract with its diversity of functions, the enteric nervous system with complexity rivaling that of the brain, glands (liver and pancreas) that dwarf those elsewhere in the body, and ducts galore, not to mention what we now appreciate is an almost unbelievably vast microbial community making the GI tract its home. Quite simply, GI research is stunning in its breadth.
At Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology, we are delighted that our offerings not only showcase deep, mechanistic investigations, but also reflect an astounding diversity of topics in basic and translational gastroenterology. With this issue, Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology will have published 16 reviews covering topics ranging from basic signaling molecules and macrophages in GI motility to the immunology of infectious and congenital liver diseases, the genetics of colon and neuroendocrine tumors, and the role of the intestinal microbiota in the function of nearly all components of the GI system. Our 43 original articles and 27 editorials encompass a similarly wide variety of topics: circadian rhythms and bile acids, transcription in esophageal cancer, enteric glia and neuron death, a new subset of interstitial cells of Cajal, stomach alarmins, and cells of the immune system viewed from multiple angles. Original research published in Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology has been at the most basic levels, but also has included biomarker and liquid biopsy studies; article relevance to human disease has ranged from distant to immediate. Our goal has been to serve as a showcase for the best in cellular and molecular research in gastroenterology, and we are proud that our first 8 issues have achieved this so successfully. We invite you to note the many topics highlighted in this issue, including stem cells, transcription factors, glycobiology, colon adenomas, membrane trafficking, and environmental enteric dysfunction/environmental enteropathy.
Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology and its sister journal Gastroenterology are generalists compared with the highly subspecialized journals that publish work related exclusively to specific topics or structures in gastroenterology. Although both kinds of journals serve important roles in the research community, journals with a broad reach, such as Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology, ask readers to look and think beyond their individual research silos. As you look through this and other issues of Cellular and Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology, we hope you are inspired by the varied research presented and that ultimately it leads you to consider new approaches and collaborations.
